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Game 1966AQ, 

HHIW POLISH ARMY RAISED 
MEET Assamss AT TOUlOH 
AUSTRIAN xMEaAETS iSXES IITTO SWI TZ3ERLA13D 
FRAIICO- TURKISH RELATIOITS IKiKHJASIxIGI^ STRAIiuiiD 

flail 1904 

Srratumt 

There was art error in the report of the Pall 1904 moves given 
in EROB #53, Through an oversight the successful move of the. Turkish 
fleet from Smyrna to the Eastern Mediterranean was omitted. All "piayers 
with builds to make were informed of this error "by letter, mailed within 
24 hours of the publication of that issue. 

Winter 1904 

Builds and removals! ' " " 

RUSSIA (Reinsei): Build army Warsaw* 
STiAiTCE (Thompson): Build fleet Marseilles. 
ITALY (Goldman): Build fleet ITa pies. 
AUSTRIA (Duncan) : Remove army Tyrolia. 

Players were informed of these "builds and removals several days ago 
"by carbon copy letter. A deadline for moves for Spring 1905 was set: 
\7edne.sday, 15 March 1967. 

PR3SS R3L3ASES 

Paris, 1 ) v ov. France will build fleets in Marseilles in response to 
recent demands appearing in the Turkish press. Prance offers Italy the 
full use of these units in her home defense. If Turkey moves into 
Africa or the Tyrrhenian Sea, a state of war will exist between France 
and Turkey. 

Bern, 5 jJov. The Swiss government today received a request from Turkey 
asking the former to explain to ITrance the Turkish position. "Turkey 
would like to say that she warns Prance. Don't be a big bully." It is 
also understood that the Sultan will continue his tour of allied and 
neutral capitals. Tentative plans seem to include St. Petersburg and a 
prolonged visit to various points of the Russian front. Swiss officials 
say that it is likely that the itinerary will include this country. 
As the normally prosperous Swiss tourist industry has been hard hit by 
the war, suitable accomodation for _ the regal party is available at all 
Swiss cities and major tourist centers. 

Rome, 15 ITov. In honor of Turkish defectors, Italian chefs have devised 
a succulent new dish, "Pasta Faisal". 

Geneva, 10 Jan. Prospects of the visit of the Turkish Sultan and his 
entourage have given a much needed surge of hope to owners of Swiss 



* luxury "hotels. These stand nearly emp-ty at what would, in normal times, 
"be- the height, of --the winter sports season; -a- state" of affairs -which would 
have ■'been unthinkable jirior to 1901. However, this does not a'^ly to 
•smaller and cheaper establishments, ?:any of the la"tter""have been' taken 
over for the time "being by the government to house the prisoners of war 
of the various belligerents who are exchanged through Switzerland. Basel 
has been the exchange point for ^ench and German prisoners in each other* s 
hands. It can T t be said that this particular transfer has been very 
onerous. Hostilities between the two countries have consisted, for the 
most part of patrol action and occasional artillery iJ duels across the 
Rhine. Although larger scale military action has taken place this last 
year,., prisoners have remained comparatively few. Both sides have agreed 
to the exchange of wounded, both countries are in strong financial 
position and make proper provision for their troops, and Swiss involve- 
ment has been confined to providing dormitory housing for a day or so, 
as consignments of prisoners are counted off against one another. 

Far different is the situation in the Grisons. Pierce Italo- 
Austrian battles have been almost continuous since 1901. Svery victory, 
.by -one side or the other, has resulted in the capture of hosts of prisoners,- 
Keither- '-country has been particularly strong financially, and the 
burden of caring for the prisoners in transit has largely fallen on the 
Swiss. The situation, from the Swiss point of view, has worsened con- 
siderably with the capitulation of the Austrians this autumn. Ilany 
troops from Innsbruck, and even some from as far away as Salzburg, fled 
over the Swiss border to face internment rather than fall into the hands 
of the Russians. The legal position is far from clear. The Russian 
government is demanding the re-patriation of these internees but, in 
many cases, the troops themselves resist return. 

The attitude of the various components of the heterogeneous 1 
armies of the Austro-Hungarian Empire is of some interest. The Bosnians 
have always- been inclined to. regard Russia as their Big Brother and 
protector, and Bosnian internees are eager to be re-pa tria ted, probably 
to join the Russian army or a Russian dominated south Slav array. The 
Czechs of Bohemia and I lor a via appear to feel similarly, if less enthus- 
iastically. l:ot so the Poles. They h?ve been the relatively most 
pampered of the sub ject' peoples of the Austrian 2Smpire and were used by 
the Hapsburgs as a mate* weight to counter H ungarian intransigence. Uany 
professional men from Russian Poland have, after securing an education 
abroad,, settled in ■ Galicia* as being the closest approximation to a 
free Poland existing. All the Polish prisoners interned in Switzerland 
are violently opposed to returning home, nov; that their homeland is 
under Russian rule. 

'The Hagyare, on. the other hand, although they have no ethnic 
ties with Russia a-s the Poles,' the Czechs, and the South Slavs do, seem 
content enough with the Russian, talce^-bver of Hungary. A military people, 
used to' fighting 'for .pay;, they seem to feel, that they can make the same 
sort- of arrangements with the Romanovs that they previously had .with the 
Hapsburgs. 

It is, however, the Austrians proper, from, the German speaking 
parts of the Empire, who are creating the greatest problems for the. 
Swiss authorities. Speaking the same language' as the . inhabitants of 
eastern Switzerland , in the" -case of the Tyrolese Virtually . the- same 
dialect, they are naturally regarded with "great a/ mpathy by the Swiss. 

The situation is aggravated by the peculiar confederate ■ con- 
stitution of Switzerland, .'i though soldier prisoners are under the 



jurisdiction of the army, and so ox t:~e federal government, the influx 
of Austrian troops after, the debacle of last October was so great that 
the army has had to turn to the contonal authorities to secure housing 
"for this vast body of men. The governments of the Grisons and St. Gallen 
in particular, but of all the eastern cantons to come extent, make no 
bones', about their sympathy for the Austrians, Th£ Austrian internees unde: 
their care seem to mysteriously vanish away - whether to hole up in farm 
and village within Switzerland, or to go over the northern frontier 
into Bavaria, is'a moot point. 

• - Since the Russian government maintains steady diplomatic pressure 
on the Bern government to re-patriate all the Austrian prisoners, the 
federal authorities are in an embarrassing position. Unable to coerce 
the contonal governments they can only try to influence ' 'them to main- 
tain closer guard over the internees in their cares ■ simultaneously 
they .-have to try to placate the Russians" as best they can,. In total war 
the path of the neutral is hard. 

Las ■Palmes, Canary Islands, 31-0an* -The headquarters of the ^spana 
Liberation Army was set up hese today. It vowed to enter l£adr id" within 
12 months. 



Game 1966A.V Winter 1903 

RUSSIA, AHD GEKi/jr/ EXP/^7±) idiXJiS 

soul ss/jtohlsg- ir vi^uta 

Builds and removals? . 

> . ■ 

G^RHA£!Y (Shagrin): Build army Berlin. 
rPJJSSIA.; (-Selazny) : Build army Sevastopol. 
AUSTRIA (Kunroe): Remove fleet Ionian Sea. 

These moves were transmitted to the players several days ago by carbon 
copy letted. A deadline for moves for Spring 1904 was set: Wednesday, 
15 March 1957. 

A short note from Charles Wells confirms that he believes the retreat 
situation in this game last 3?alX to be the most complicated that he 
has seen. 

PRESS RELEASES 

St. Petersburg, 31 Dec. (Russkoe Znamia) Reports that the Imperial 
l T orth Pleet has lost control of the province of Sweden were confirmed 
at 10 A..K. this morning. The official statement* "During the Spring, the 
German army that had wintered in Denmark occupied Sweden while the 
fleet held its annual manoeuvers in the Gulf. Repeated attempts to 
regain the province were repulsed." 

Moscow, 1 Jan, (Russkoe Znamia) War J Today 'at noon the Czar declared 
that a state of war exists with England. 

Vienna, 13 Jan. The staff of the Austrian Imperial War College today 
accepted the blame for the recent fiasco along the lightly manned 
.Austro-Russian border. Colonel General "tfbermensch regretfully admitted 



that the, fine Austrian officers' corps had never "been exposed to the 
rigorous logic "behind that "basic' postulate of diplomatic strategy, 
-Zelazny* s Rule. For the uninformed, this rule reads as follows* "V/hen 
under attack "by two strong adversaries, always attack a third power, 
preferably' an ally*" Yfoen asked directly' una t -the logic 'behind* this 
postulate is, General ITberraensch shook his head slowly and sadly responded, 
"It is only understood by the greatest diplomatic raindof our time, 
namely Dunderkopf , the Russian Cornea nd^irUffhief " « 

Frankfort«.an-der-Oder ? .23 Feb.- (DPG) Prince Ylad the Irapaler is reported 
moving to Silesia, in preparation for military occupation of German Poland* 
Residents of German France praise his fairness and equal justice and 
sigh with relief at his departure. It seems that "In", as his friends 
call him, acts on the precept* ^qual justice for all, regardless of race, 
creed, . color, nationality, sex, religion, or "bust measurement, 
Taurida, 8 liar. (Kusskoe Znamia) Fleet headquarters issued the follow- 
ing message to the sailors and soldiers investing Constantinople: 
"Look to Hagia Sophia! Again the word of Christ mil echo within its 
mighty vaults! Godspeed your advance]" 



l T o Time for Decision 

by Allan B. Calhamer 

The "Home Soilers" stormed out of the Cabinet. In the aftermath, the 
Army was ordered from the south of England to Belgium. Haig accordingly 
embarked his troops. 

The Home Fleet waited cooly in the Channel, reviewing its orders 
to escort the boats. 

Heanwhile, a cutter 'bearing the flag of the German 7-Iigh Seas 
Fleet entered harbor at Southampton. Over the waters boomed the message, ' 
"The German High Seas Fleet is ready to esqort you to Belgium through 
the Forth: Sea, per agreement. Please get under way at once," 

The skipper conned his orders. "You'd think they'd have the 
decency to tell a man his route," he said, dashing it. 

"It might be a ruse," ventured the First. "After all, we're at 
war with them." 

"Hot declared, though," replied the Second. 

"It might as we IX be," the First came /back. "Their Zeppelin 
hit an orphanage last week."' 

"Vi/hy don't we get e declaration, then steam out?", asked the Third. 

"I understand the Cabinet doesn' t want to break off feelers", 
replied the First. . 

"There might not even be a fleet out there," suggested -the Second. 
"Or it might be Greek or something." 



"Hot if I know the Jerries," answered the Skitroer. "If they say 
they have a fleet, they probably don't. But if they" of f er one, they 
probably do." 

"Why don't we just use our best judgment?" asked the Third, 
hesitantly. 

"Don't be silly! 11 the Birst came baok, hotly, "v/e're at war!" 

"We could go back to H aig, " the Second tossed in. 

"Do we go back to Ha&g, or to the Admiralty?" asked the Hirst. 
,r 0r to Whitehall?" 

"Everybody would want in on it," murmurred the Captain. 

"It would take six months," groaned the Third. 

"How, wouldna yon be too doom bad," said the Chief Engineer, 
coming to life. He poured three fingers of Dugan 1 s Dew. "To the chain 
of command," he offered. "Ye canna gae o'err it, ye canna gae ar»oon* 
it, and it takes six months tae gae thrru 1 it. But wi'hoot it, ye'd 
be daid," 

When the Germans tried the same thing a second, time, British 
Intelligence guessed what, they were up to, and ordered the Channel 
Hleet into action in the Hid- Atlantic. The British Army thereupon 
passed to Belgium, convoyed by the German High Seas Bleet. At the last 
minute, the German government ordered its Havy to sink the troopships 
entrusted to its cpre, but the Havy refused. 



GAKE FS&S 

There has grown up in some quarters the feeling that game fees should 
only be paid with the first set of moves. ly own thought, on the 
contrary, is that the fee should accompany the application for admission 
to a game. 

What is the fee? Is it payment for services rendered? If so, 
of course, there is something to be said for the view that the fee 
should only be paid v/hen the services begin. However, it seems to me 
that this is a very wrong view of the purpose of the fee. Let us look 
at the financial position, using BROB for an example. The game fee here 
is )2. If a player stays in a game until "year" 1910, I will spend on 
postage alone, sending him his copiesof KUOB, 53.90, tv/ice the amount 
of the fee. It is true that, if he is eliminated early, so that he gets 
his copies thereafter by surface mail, there will be some saving. To 
offset this the game may last far beyond 1910, most games last some- 
what longer than 10 "years' 1 . Balancing off the two possibilities against 
each other we see that the "}2 fee covers, almost exactly, half the 
expenditure for postage to send the magazine to the player. It makes 
no provision whatever for other expenses, such as paper, ink, envelopes, 
stencils, or anything else. It is obvious, then, that the fee can not be 



1 



"iter, a very reasonable letter, proposing' very much the same plan a 
^'ad. previously suggested to- Castor p., .but, of course, it v/c. s then toi 



considered es payments 

The fee is not a payments it is £ deposit that the player 
nrhes as an indication that he intends to play. Call it caution money, 
hey deposit, the ants,, cr what you will, it is a we. rarity that, the 
player puts up- to shot; that he means what he- says when- he says that he 
rill play. Few a grea t deal has beer, said about players" who disrupt 
games by deserting them in mid-course. See, for one example among~many, 
rcardman ! s cow.nts in (feau stark #5G. It is not so often" noted that a 
gsme can he just as seriously crsrupted by - -nlayer who leaves "before 
: :he opening move, I rill g;ve an example , and ' I make no a-oology for 
naming the people involved* 

Cn the 1st of , fc ugust, 1965, in his journal Cos ta guana, Vol* I, 

,t-8, Conrad ven "= ietzhe announced the "beginning of Game -19&SL:, 'Phil 
Ca.fj u?ra was Lngland, Charles d/ells was France, I v/as Germany. I wrote 
>; aastora, :ju^. ges ting a., alliance directed a gainst France * ho answer. I 
•-rete again, still, no v. : swcr a . In the meantime, Veils had approached me 
suggesting an anti"]r^gii ch alliance. I stalled as long as .1 could "but 
r.ne can't wait f ore ^ras shortly "before the deadline I agreed to Charles 1 
terms. 

Then* aft.r "11 of thd . 3 7 we learned that Ca stora had dropped out 
England and was replaced by . ."Bernie hling, Illing wrote rah 

s 

too 

te. I have no doubt ho also wrote Veils proposing an alliance against 
- age in too late. Perhaps he wrote, the player for Russia also, I don't 
hr:ow. 

lotice the impossible si tuation-. horni e ves placed in. Ostensibly 
he wc s tahing .over the country from, the beginning of the game, since he 
-rule melee tie.. opening moves, Uut every possibility of negotiation v/as 
closed to him, as a result of some one else lrv,ing held the nosition 
daring the 3 we,el:s customarily allowed for preliminary negotiations. 

.bernie ICling was, I believe, 12 or 13 years old at the time. It 

is not surprising that he br-came discouraged and, after malcing a standard, 
set of moves for 1901, while he tried to arrange an agreement with some- 
body, abandoned rlay, I know at least one player, three times bernie r s age, 
an! more innured to the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, who would 
\-loc have been discouraged in 3. ike circumstance. hotice that every 
- ring s" stem will charge lernie with the loss of England in that game, 
since he made the opening laoY-r for that country, hut, in fact, he 
never had a chance; every noasibility had. been thoroughly wrecked by 
the previously announced plryer , 

I have gone irte some detail in recounting" wha'o ha roeued in geme 
1935X1 to show that a desertion before the opening can disrupt a game 
c/aite as much as a Is ter desertion, : ow it is all too easy for a player 
to say that he will enter a game and then change his mind, after the 
players 1 list is c nuoanced but before the first move. Some one else then 
pays the Penalty and no c the culprit. Such action cen*t be completely 
prevented, but it can bo decreased' by demanding that all nlayers submit 
(Continued, on page 16) 
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SSAIi£D SAG 

,3-SGT. C. K* YfeG-lUi^ 3ox 6008, A£O f San Francisco, Calif,, 96328 1 

On TJaXXU #51: Especially liked page 10, r>ara -2. 

■; night add that Diplomacy is fast becoming ^classic" game, like 
■chess and Go,, The drift, toward the "conservative" interpretation of 
••-he rules is a good -indicator of this. l£r. Calhamer may" never he 
ble'to a/rite a near T-ile 'book if he doesn't do it soon. In a year or 

: .wo "he may -not cs : the primary authority cn hi & ovn game. 

i (4-(-/ell, I think that Calhamer mil aluays he an authority on 
diplomacy. It-is a/orth rc'rap. that his position on the tv/o items of 
controversy ro -.ere ci ^.cu^sing ha s heen the popular one - popular 

ajeng the rfl-yerst lea -at, akau.-ver it may he among gamesmasters. 
falhemer likes honing' s hule - so Co she Great majority of flayers. 

alh&mer prefers the opposite interpretation to foardman 1 s on the 

<oarcmrn* s faile question - ' do mobt of. , the players, .see, • for example, 
3C*ve":'c;. letters of La'i^mer^ z on a^ii s topic, and lie is "by no means 
alone* And tha* s poo si te '~oin^ of rica* of those gamesmasters v/ho are 
an aho other c y :\: < as. :, 1 • b~ uneers ;eo^ in contest. I don ! t think 
r 'hc I John ^orrdran is rgrinat honing* s ilule, per se. A.f ter all, he used 
it himself untl]. the ,>ot^ of she case a- ere -pointed out to Mm in 
Zoning' .a criminal artici • in hasrij?. lihat he is against is casual 
saerdment of th« rule hook hy ^--reax.s uex 1 s aham. Incorporate honing 1 s 

" ~- - ?■ revised ru'.i ^ hook -no I a- sum., that John v.-culd ha/ony 

.soagh Y'ith it* 

fhai Calhamer 1 s vies' and that of the majority of players 
so often coincide 2nd:, or to. 3 that his feeling for the geme is very 

•ami la r to ahsirs. ^hs pity iz that he didn ; t tr>nsl^-te that feeling 
: ; : tc th- ivritten rules. 

By the a/ay 3 Chris, thanks for tha .second eery of Strategy 

a. Tactics. The more heavily coated p.: per that it used is certainly 
rse more attractive. \ ndenbtcdly in moans "both higher parser costs 
asd^ higher mailir; costs* x c en 1 1 hior ah ether that higher cost is 
sastif ied or nets the first copy, on the cheaper stock, seemed satis- 
factory to me. jamec)+) ) 

IfvhT; rR.iV.CI3, 161£ ?.rh At-, a"--: Westminster, 3, c, Canada. 2 

in hkOh ;'--i-9 you a*rote ? ht a/as nearly ta;o years ago 
-hen roar dm an firs'- posed t-,p agression . .„It cn do no harm if there 
if a ! ^ c: j- a ^ ? --'e- •T-has " --a- ore f CIV s practice is published, " In 
:, j0, . 1" i a " you s^cm"." te aa? :n favor of Loardman's hule you never 
■otually took an of-cioi,.,! ac.af Tails I think that deley hurt me 
his letter is nor inhered ; \. ar anpeal 5 c I cecept your ruling 
:cr 1366A.V* ho-acver v 1 k'-a ■ sais Is nos, ;/ --..a final decision o^ the 
vi-.-, Pule., 

I thii:..r t. at rule fel;s aha defender too much, and slov 

" ova-, the game, fv; alloais;/ a.- c:-' tc be cut '-111 I to a "ring 
•round the ro -.1 a ■'' \ t'~.: ti a "i a i th ff e at aac?-:er ge ttlng noifaere. 

f]:.lr: rule " . ''.(. cfa;^"o t'a, ■.-/hole game* huch of r/ar is based 
guess"orh c hec.ldin f ; ra::t vc.r c "-^on:.at is goin.3 to do and stopaing 
iin, :-itaeki;aa v .h a ; o:: he:: fa z s uaar ea;- r 'd . ':.'his aill h^ eliminated 
■■j a large eafent >y " • -T r-ale. "'or instance? hussia he £ an army in 
;U Petersburg aad aaofher in Sweden, hngland has e fleet in the 
Path yea and en army in ca-f of horasy ^nd r?nmv.r]:. If St. Petersburg 
• vaoks -Drvray \:r.th .a.ved^i'; s- a-; •••or ,.ia-. it is either a standoff or an 



exchange of Sweden for Forway no matter what England does. 7/ithout this 
rule the attacker has a 50-50 chance of winning. 

In a position like G-alicia where an army can be surrounded "by 
seven opposing armies does it make sense that the army in Cfalicia could 
still sup-port an army against the position his attacker is leaving? 

Shouldn't the fact that it is easier to enter a province which 
you already control than it is to enter an enemy province outweigh what- 
ever slight support the artsy "being routed can give. 

As. I said earlier I think this rule changes the game radically 
and therefore should he carefully studied before being accented or 
rejected. 

I'm glad you*re bringing these rules (?) up. The only rules I 
know are the ones Derek ((Telson)) taught me. I*ve never even heard of 
some of the ones you are raising. 

• ... • i • ... .•• 

I thank you for the kind offer to pay one of my game fees, but 
there is no need. 

To me the problem seems to be that there liasn 1 1 been enough 
discussion of the rules in the mags (admittedly not having seen many 
back issues) by the players themselves. 

((+(Well, Dave, very many thanks for your two letters, both 
of which show that you took the decision against you in very good spirit. 
And • x apologize for being so long in replying. 

He Eoardman ! s ?.ule. Pirst of all let us be quite clear what 
it does - the example that you give for the Scandinavian region makes 
me wonder. The fact that a supporting piece, front ally attacked, does 
not have its support cut was not brought into the game by Po^rdman's 
Rule. This has always been an integral part of the game, deliberately 
and intentionally brought into it by its inventor, Allan Calhamer. As 
you say, there is an element of luck in war. Th^re is also an element 
of luck in this game. But to allow frontal cutting of support, as well 
as side cutting of support, in the normal case, would bring such a 
large element of luck into the grme that we might as well decide ell 
conflicts by shooting dice. 

'There the difference of opinion arises, and the only place 
that it arises, is when the supporting force is actually dislodged. 
The rulebook doesn ! t say. host gamesmasters have ruled that this 
exceptional case should be treated just as evtry other case of a front- 
ally " attacked force, since there is nothing in the rulebook to the 
contrary, filler, on the otjer hand, has ruled that no dislodged force 
can maintain its support. Calhamer, the inventor of the game, in hi k 
letter in UROB #50, indicates that he prefers idlier's interpretation 
to that of the majority. It is the majority's view, that the dislodged 
case should be treated just like the ordinary case, that is called 
Boardman's Ttule. 

};-y own view, for what it is worth, is tbat the Calhamer-hiller 
position would, probably, make a slightly better game ; it would certain- 
ly make a game which would be closer to reality * however, much as I 
would like to see a new rulebook, it is not my job as gamesraaster to 
re-write the present one. It is my job to run the game according to 
the published rules as far as possible. According to my interpretation, 
and that of every other gamesmaster who has expressed himself, except 
Piller, what the present rulebook implies is Board/man* s ?.ule« As long 



as the present rulebook is the official one, Boerdman' s i'iule v/ill "be 
used in 3ROB games. 

As to the offensive-defensive aspect 'of the argument, we should 
"be aware that the real difficulty usually occurs when neither side 
remains on the defensive* "but both attack each other. fhat is what 
happened in your games you, playing Italy and Lunroe, playing Austria, 
attacked each other over your common frontier. Using hoard?;!, n' s Rule 
both left things were successful and the front line swung around to a 
position at right angles, more or less, to the previous front. A 
similar pivot ting of r front. ebout its centre was a very frequent occur- 
rence in 17th- 18th century battles. Though the scale of the map • and 
of time in our game are all wrong for 17th-18th century warfare, I must 
say that I have long felt that v/hat happens in an isolated battle area 
in Diplomacy far more resembles a battle of ^ueen Anne's time than 
it does early 20th century warfare. 

I have only quoted a line or two from your second letter since 
you go into some detail of your future plans which I am sure you. do not 
want divulged. However, I would like to say that my offer of paying the 
fee for your next game in no way depends on the outcome of this one* 
You may win the game, you may be the. first to be eliminated, or you 
may come some where betw:en those extremes. It makes no difference at 
all. As a player you are entitled to know the rules of the game t.iat 
you are playing.' Although in this case I --.believe that I em following 
the lioteral wording of the rulebook, the:.e has been widespread contro- 
versy on the point, and I 1. ad not stated how I would rule in advance 
of the situation arising. You we::e the player who was treated worse than 
you would have been under the other interpretation and, as such, you 
are entitled to a new game. You don't have to run out tomorrow to join 
a new game but, when you do en r .ter one, let me know the fee and I 1 11 
re-imburse you. Anyhow having the threat of a similar catastrophe 
befalling me with other players may spur me on to proceed wi th the 
discussion of all ambiguities known to me, 

I am glad that I didn' t rule on the question when I brought 
it up in BIIOB #49. That resulted in Calhamer having a .chance to make 
his views known in 'his letter in hM03 -„'-50. I think it was a valuable 
letter, one that should help clarify everyone 1 s views on the subject. 
In particular it brought out, very plainly* the strong parallel 
between this situation •- nd the one covered by honing 1 s lule. however, 
after thet It. tter was received and published, there was no' further excuse 
for delay. I should have ruled in ;!-50, I didn't, and I owe you a geme. 
Just as I will owe a game to any other player who is penalized, with- 
out first having been advised of how I will-rule. ~jamcc)+)) 



JACK GRhuh^, Jr., 570 Barrell hoac, rili;;;borough, Calif., 94010; 

I'd like to get into another game of Diplomacy, how* 
ever. I'm at a complete loss as to how to go about it. I don' t want to 
get in to one of the Biploman iacs or another big one like it. 3 for a 
Wild 'n Wool y. Can you help? V/hat is the procedure? 

( (+( Jack, I have quoted these few lines from your letter 
because it is typical of several letters which I have received recently 
asking about game opening. As it is some time since hhOB has given a 
list of Diplomacy magazines, ell known to me are listed below, with 
some comments concerning the possibility of entering their games. The 
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number in "brackets, following the name , is the number of the most recent 
issue received here, Game fees are listed, ".'here known. 

A 4 GAUCHE (12), Heroic! Baus, 238 Broadway, #139, Chula 

Vista, Calif,, 92010. This is usually called 
ADAG. until about a Jaelf year ago this magazine we a very active in 
re.cruiting players for new games, After that it was" some what swapped 
with the large number of Cost a guana game s which it had to take over, 
and I had thought that he wash 1 1~ accepting new players.. However, the 
latest issue indicates that applications are invited for new games. 
-Fee ' ;?2*00. 

APi;AGj]II)I>OI" r IA (9) « It is published by a triumvirate, of whom the 

publisher is James J. Dygert, 2090 Blackwood 
Drive, Walnut Creek, Calif., 94596 to whom correspondence should 
normally he sent, however, : . my experience is that it is stpTer to 
deal with the gamesmaster, Charles Turner, 843 Santa l"e Ave., 
. Albany, Calif., 94705. Bo new games indicated. 

; B/J:V4>.DUH (40) Jack L. Ch.lker, 5111 Liberty heights Ave., Baltimore, 

hd., 21207, This is one of the three magazines which 
appear with marked regularity, however, its editor has now en^tered 
military training and it is unlikely that there vd.ll b o any n ew 
games until his return in mid-summer. The interim editor is Jim . 
Sanders whose address appears below, under Buralia. 

BIG J3R0T:^R (27) Charles B. heinsel, 120 Sth Ave., Clarion, Penna., 

16214. In the issue before the last the editor 
announced that there would ''be a new game, edmission to which would 
be restricted to gemesraasters. As it is unlikely that there are 7 
gamesmaste rs who want to enter new games right now, perhaps ' - 
Charles can be persuaded to make this a general game, open to anybody. 
This, with Ba rad- dur and Graustr.rk , is one of the- three regular 
and prompt "Tines. "If you" want a game "./here every two weeks sees 
another moved clicked off without fail, the three mentioned are the 
only "oossibilities. Game fee, to those no-:, already playing in 3B, 
?>4; 00 

BROKDIBGBAG (54) John BcCallum, Balston, Alberta Canada. This rag. 

Bo new games at present. 

TSRQ'-Zi'j.- 11132 (3) John .Beiner, 351 South Aim Drive, Apt. 4, Beverley 

Hills, Calif,, 90212, It ic looking for players for 
its first game. The fee is ,;1. .The.. editor of this is closely assQc- 
iated in the public mind witl; the editor of the late, unlamented 
Lu si tenia . The fiasco that the latter proved to be may have scared 
players away from this one. \/hich would , no doubt, be unfair to 
Reiner. 

COSTAGuBBA (Vol, 2, Bo. 9) Conrad X 1 . von Betzke, 5327 I till top Drive, 

San Diego- , Calif., 92114. The status of 
this magazine is uncertain. At one time one of the most popular 1 zines 
it shed most of its games last fall, most of them going to AX) AG, the 
remainder to Graustark and Armagedd onia. The last issue stated 
that it would, "retain one game, a slow game since most of its players 



lived abroad. It also stated that another such slow game was in 
process of formation. However, the date of the last issue Oct, 
15, 'so presumably, Costa has folded. 

DIPLO^l-TA (14/15) Don Liiller, 12315 Judson Zload, Wn.ee ton, I'd. , 

20905. Biplomen ie carries no ' games of its own. 
It is a magazine of general comment on the Diplomacy scene. However, 
it has four daughter magazines which do carry games. Its editor is 

greatly interested in variants and all four of the daughter magazine 
carry variants of all types. One of them, Diplophobia , ( 7 ^7 ) also^ 
carries regular games. There are openings, both regular and variant. 
Game fee for a first game j3. 



EliSWKOlT (Vol. 1, ITo. 7) Capt. a. C. Valker, TuSLOG Det #183, APO 

Pew York City, 09254. Published in 

Turkey, this is, I believe, the only Diplomacy magazine published 
outside of the L'orth American continent. It mostly features variant 
games but has some regular ones as veil. There are vacancies, 
especially for replacement players. Game fee for a first game . ; >2. 
Tote that all correspondence must be by Air i.a.il. 

jIUII/JLIA. (5) Jim Sanders, Rra. '3K4, 601 West 110th St., 1V£, I:Y, 10025. 
j"ow carries one game and would like to start more. 
Fee .J2.50 

GL0CK0?-IiA (2) Dave Lebling, 3 ilollins Court, Tlockville,' I-d., 

20852. Glockor la is an object lesson that at is 
unwise for a player to begin publishing until somewhat known in 
Diplomacy circles outside his own home town. The first issue, an 
excellent one, was published last lle.y and invited players to join 
the game there in announced. There was no stampede to join it. 
when the seventh r>l£.yev was finally recruited it was founfi that some 
of those who had joined earlier wanted to drop out. This pattern 
has been repeated ever since. However, the magazine is now definitely 
rolling, with a variant game. The initially announced regular game 
still has a few vacancies and this is probably an opportunity to 
enter a game that will begin very soon. The fee for a first game 
is ;)3. 

GIUUS'fAHK (120) John Boardman, 592 16th St., Brooklyn, 3>T, 11218. 

G-rau stark , where Postal Diplomacy originated, has 
extreme pressure on its space arid games. Anyone anxious to enter one 
here would be well advised to subscribe so that he will have the 
earliest possible word of any openings. As £rau» is the only ^ journal 
to make an attempt to- cover the news of the 'whole Diplomacy^ field 
a subscription to it is very well worth while in any event. ITo. new. 
games currently advertised. 

ICAII'ilAJl (3) Christina Brannan, 3044A Telegraph Ave., Berkeley, Calif., 

94705. ICalmar always has game openings. Vee is ...4 ^or : .. 
a first game, fifty cents for each additional game ordered at approx- 
imately the same time. Players have choice of country. Palmar has 
recognized the impossibility of an amateur ."editor, with average 
resources of time and energy, cutting out a full magazine every 
two weeks. The games here are run by postcard with the magazine, 
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appearing every 3 or 4 weeks, merely providing a -oenaanent record 
of moves already announced to the flayers. -HROB games effectively 
run on the same basis, 

LOlLiiLY KOLVTAJr (32) Charles Well a, 3678 Lindholm, Cleveland, Ohio, 

44120. The editor Is going to Norway thirj 
summer and heu announced that he will "begin no new games until his 
return. As i understand it, he hopes to cut down from the three game a 
which he is currently running to two. This i;j a magazine on which 
there is a heavy pressure to play, a:j many of its flayers Hill r>lay 
in no other, So if you want to enter e game here you will have to 
go after it actively. 

L^SOVIA (Vol. 1, :.' r o. ll) Bob v/ard, P. 0. Sox 19002, Cadi Ilia Station, 

Sacramento, Calif. Put there i:_ a good 
possibility of a new add.rei.rj shortly, so better mark letters "Please 
Borward* 1 . Carries one game but does not indicate that it wan1% more, 

l,:iSKA.T'01 T IC UV'lVijr.aiTY (Series 1, x:o. 24) Anders Swenson, 145 Ponderosa 

Lane, T/alnut Creek, Calif., 94598. Spec- 
ializes in 5-man games. Stated in #23 that it would accent more games, 
but fee not announced, 

OASIS. Some months ago Sean Donahue, 1020 Stoddert Ave., Waldrof , 

iid,, 20501, wrote me to advise 
that he planned to begin a Diplomacy journal with the indicated 
title. I am afraid that I poured cold water on his enthusiasm. It 
was a time when T/ild. f n Wool y was beating the drum for the forth- 
coming Kalmar and when there were many other openings available. 
I cited the sad case of Gloc korla as an example of what would likely 
happen if someone not, at the time., fairly well known as a. player 
started a new magazine. I don't know whether he intends to continue 
with his plan or not. But the time may now be ripe: As a glance 
through this list will verify, there are not too many openings right 
now and .per hap s we could do with a new journal. 

OHTT-LAJiC (32) Hon Bounds, S49 Forth Peer -Street, Baltimore, l.d., 
21201. There is no indication of new garni s forming. 

STAB (27) John Zoning, 318 South Belle Vista, Youngs town, Ohio, 

44509. a Tab has just begun* two new games and its editor 
has staged that he does not intend to expand beyond -the five that 
the magazine now carries. Iloreover admission to all games in a Tab 
calls for prior invitation. If you are really anxious to play in 
sTab I can only suggest that you subscribe and that you let the 
edijpr know of your desire. As is the case with Grau , a sTab 
subscription is well worth the money. 

"71 LD »:.: VroOLY ((81) Dan Branncn, 3044A Telegraph Ave., Berkeley, 

Calif., 94705, I am not sure if there are openings 
in ¥ t nW or not. #71 announced new gaues at i6 for a first game, 
fifty cents' for additional games. That offer has not been repeated 
since but, on the other hand, it l as not b-;en- withdrawn. " I suspect 
that all new applicants are being channelled into Xalmax".- 
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liany of the magazines listed above carry variant as v/ell eh; regular 
Diplomacy games. However, I have made no attempt to list the magazines 
that carry variant games only, such as the Super d ipl oma oy and Economic 
Diplomacy magerzine-s. hor a very full lifting of such see the latest 
issue tff Diplom an ia vrho.se ad drehs is given above. 

In your letter, Jack, you say thpt you con 1 1 v:&nt g'iraes in 
Diploma ni acs (your spellings I assume you rjoar. the './hole Dipl omania 
f amily]™or W^JnU. I take it from this that you dislike the M vThoTe'sale' 1 
1 zines and prefer to play in a magazine vrhich carries only a limited 
.number of games. As you probably knov, the multi-game 1 zine was pion- 
eered by T7ild 1 n Wooly ; prior to its appear?: nee :_omethin.;- over tv/o 
years ago, every Diplomacy ! -zine carried one same at a time only, Por 
instance, back in 1S64, when ho&rdman wanted to stsrt another g-mc in 
addition to the one then appearing in Gr_au stark, he started a nep 
journal, redonia , to carry it, i'ha t vas 'Tile way things were then 
done. Put the multi-game 1 zin* was an economic necessity: it is much 
more economic in money and , more important, in the effort involved, 
to carry three games in a single publication than it would, be to 
publish three magazines, fhere can be little coubt, though, that 
-the ec onomi c a c va nta ge s v/ere bought a t ? pr ice, The ea rly £r au s tark , 
Ruri tenia t Trantor, and Probe ingna g when Dick Schultz uas running Tt, 
had a club atmosphere about them, a personality, which is lacking 
from the more diffuse journals published today. Lonely h ountj.in 
perhaps comes closest to retaining something of the feeling .o.f that 
period. 

(Parenthetically, I 1 d like to say that the f irfctten or so 
issues of Rurit a.nj._a. had the most enjoyable reading ever to appear 
in any Diplomacy * zine. Its editor hed John s t o n e/Da ve hcDaniel was 
a professional author, as v/ere several of his contributors and it 
certainly shoved, 1't had the diversity of individual author within 
the framework of a unified whole that you get in a v/ell edited general 
magazines something that has never even boen approached in any Dippy 
*zine since.) ■ 

If you want a game in a magazine pith only a limited number 
of openings, you v/ill need patience and you will need to take active 
steps to get into the one that you want, ihr those steps I can only 
repeat v;hat I said under sTab : subscribe, and let the editor know 
what t you v/ant . - j amc c ) + ) ) 

JA/02D JCJIl'ToOlT, 1543 Roche lie Drive, Chamblee, C'-eorgia, 30005: 

As for the survey it proved to be a bit of a fiasco* 
Despite the fact that several Diplomacy magazines asked people to 
send me their opinions. In fact, I only got a dozen replies. Neverthe- 
less, here are the results: 

Probability of vanning: 



1. 


Turkey 


19.2 


2. 


Prance 


13,8 


3. 


England 


15.7 


4. 


Russia. 


15.1 


5. 


Germany 


11.8 


s. 


Austria 


10.8 


7. 


Italy 


3,6 



Preferred country: 



1. 


France 


18 


2. 


England 


20 


3, 


Germany 


25 


4. 


Russia 


34 


5. 


Austria 


35 


6. 


■ Turkey 


42 


7. 


Italy 


50 



tfo percentages are given for these. I used a point system. One point 
for first place, all the way to seven for "last Pref erence' 1 . I have 
given the total points so you can see v/here it was close, 

'^here is pretty much of a correlation "between the probability 
for winning and the favorite countries. The only major exception is 
Turkey, and to a. slight extent Germany. Perhaps this is due ' to Turkey's 
isolated position at the beginning of the game. Although it is an 
advantageous position, perhaps it isn't as much fun (to begin with) 
"because there is no one *o make a real alliance with. Turkey "has to 
go through Austria, and all he can do is make an alliance v.dth itussia 
or Italy at 'the "beginning of the game. 

- r y ratings ■. la hove (winning probabilities) also 

correspond fairly yjell to the list given on page six of :?R03 -./51. In 
your list France and England are switched for second and third, and 
Austria, and Russia for fourth and sixth. I must disagree with you on 
the strength of Austria at the beginning of the game. Austria has less 
room than even Germany to maneuver. Italy is right next door in the only 
situation v/he:*:e two countries 1 home supply centers are adjacent, how- 
ever, Italy doesn't have an immediate threat from ."..'ranee to the v/est. 
Austria, on the other hand, has Turkey behind her, and Turkey's only 
way out is through Austria. An alli-nc-s to carve up Austria is quite 
© mm on between Turkey and "lusi.da. Thus, since I consider Russia far 
superior to Austria initially, I consider tV- rating that I have com- 
piled to be accurate. It could be argued that England is better than 
France. They are separated by 3,'' in my list but that, is pretty close. 

Incidentally, I received h.'r. Calh.:mer ! s opinions on the matter 
which country has the advantage. 7/i th best plcy, he indicated that he 
believed chances of winning were equal with all seven players, \7i th 
poor players he listed the fbllovang percentages: 

1. Turkey 50;i>' 

2. England 33^ 

3. France 10;",' 

4. Italy 2.S 

5. Russia 2S 

5, Austria 2<4 / 
7* Germany Ifs 

This is obviously a bit exaggerated but his point is clear. The better 
the players, the more the chances of winning are evened, out. V/ith 
poorer players, especially a group which is slow to make alliances, 
t:^e country with the initial advantage is going to take the lead right 
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off and probably keep it, 
' Mr. Celharaer also indicated that with beginning flayers, Ungland 

end Turkey may not be quite as good because their -oositions are c. little 
confusing, 

I am conducting a second survey for Ava Ion-Hill games, asking 
simply for everyone to list .their favorite side for each game thev 
play. I would be interested in your favorite sides. 

And let ! s do keep after hr« Calhamer for the writing of a 
new rule book. 

((+(As you v;ill now know, the latest jDiplom cnia, published 
about a week ago, contains a request for its reorders to write you 
with their .ratings. Perhaps it will bring in a few more replies, and 
so stEengthen the 'confidence in the rating.' 1 doubt, though, if there 
will be a major upset. ''.Che- interchange, -perhaws, of two close neigh- 
bours, bu t tli t i s a b o u t all. 

Bid you get a reply from John Smythe? Ms views would be of 
real interest. In postal play he has. won as Austria, generally re- 
garded as difficult to playj he has won as Italy which, beyond cuestion, 
has the poorest record in actual postal games? and he ha:-, won as" England 
which ranks quite high on all the lists. In over- the. --board play, I 
understand that he has won innumerable times with most countries. I 
would certainly like to hear his opinion as to what countries have the 
greatest possibilities. 

As you say, Calhamer' s estimate is exaggerated, on both sides. 
■■■■ 1 doubt if they are absolutely equal among experts, and there certainly 
■isn't the disparity he indicates, even among duffers. But, allowing 
for exaggeration, his point is well taken, 

I am not an Aval on- hi 11 gamer myself but have put in the 
mention of your new/ survey in the hope that the A-7" players among e. 
readers may send, y-ou the information you are -f ter. -jamcc ) +) )" ' 

DUPJSEC "t'ljLSOi?, 18 Granard Ave., Scarborough, Ontario: I'm not really 

sure which side I'm on in Boardman's 
Dilemma, as it is. called. Right now I tend to take your side of the 
discussion. Some day 1*11 study all the opinions, pro and con? and 
make a final choice. It's something I've never taken into account 
when I've moved,, and I just paid for that in a game in the latest sTab. 

( ( +(Y7ell, Derek, I'm certainly surprised to liesr this from you. 
Over the years you have been the most vehement defender of honing* s 
Rule. So I would have expected you to be on the Calhamer-killer side 
of the Boar dm an Situation question. As a' matter of fact, I have a 
sneaking sympathy for the Calhamer-hiller side of the. argument myself. 
Only I don't think it can be supported by the current rulebook.- jaracc ) +) ) 



Bears But how do you know 'that I am a diplomat? 

Lady s Why, by the skillful way that you hide your claws. 

Ro stands L'Aiglon. 
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GA1l3 I^IljS (Continued _from page 5) 



fees v/ith their application for a position in a game - a deserter then 
at least pays for a place he ruins. 

In any future games run "by me, applications vail not "be con- 
sidered .at all unless accompanied "by the game fee. I had, as a matter . 
of fact, intended to specify this v/hen I opened the present 2P.0B games, 
"but -neglected to do " so, fortunately it didn* t matters those who didn't 
send the fee with their application sent it with the opening moves and, 
far more important, no one "backed out at the last moment. In future, 
though, the ante must "be on the table "before the first card is dealt? 
and. the first card io the list of players* in the game. 



BLOOD 



The following have written enquiring about Postal Diplomacy: 

DAI; EV7*KS, 3405 Westchester, Balcersf ield, Calif,, 93309, 

BILL H/.GC-/J1T, 9627 Maryknoll uve., ^hitler,. Calif,, 90605. 

Clii'JOxiCS v^LSH, 6917 Cherry Lane, Annandale, Va,, 22003, 

BOB imTSRWIQL, 5314 Hon t gome ry Street, Springfield, Vte. f 22151. 

IIXTSS JOI^S, RK #2, Fanairao .., B. C« , Canada. 

host of them asked about game openings, (In a few cases "asked" is much 
too weak a word: they clamored for game positions.) /J.1 editors with 
.vacancies, please note. 

A.nd, to those of you who se names are listed above: The magazine^ 
listed on page 10, 11, 12, all have a subscription rate of 10 issues for 
a dollar. So, if any one of them especially interests you, you can be 
sure of getting a sample copy by sending, the editor concerned a dime. 

There io an item that I neglected to mention v/ith that list 




that a player in any one of them can enter a game in any other of them 
at a reduced fee, ~ - 



"Diplomacy" is the copyright trade name of a game manufactured and ..old 
by Games Lie search Inc., 4G '.fereham St,, Boston, hass. They sell full 
sets, and also, separately, copies of the rulebook and conference maps. 
The latter two items may also, usually, be bought from John Loardman, 
592 16th Street, Brooklyn, ). : :Y, 11218, v/ho originated the idea of having 
Diplomacy magazines. 



BKOKDIiTG-j.y.G records the progress of loctal Diplomacy games 1966 A.Q, and 
1956A.V. It is edited and published by John IlcCallutn, Ralston, /.lberta, 
Canada, and sells for ten cents a copy. 



